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not understand the value of an activity which is of profit to
themselves is a painful, but not surprising, state of affairs.
They have followed their methods for a long time and so cannot
grasp elementary economic facts. The higher the price for cotton
which they get, the more will they have to spend for their cloth.
This is simple and straightforward arithmetic, but how can
we expect them to understand it? If a child has been taught
by some teacher a wrong method of doing a sum, he will always
get wrong answers. If, now, another teacher tries to correct
the error, he will be laughed at. Such is our pitiful condition
today. We have been taught a wrong method, with the result
that to us the right method seems wrong and the wrong seems
right. It was such phenomena that Shankaracharya described
as maya.

In these circumstances, the only thing for voluntary workers
is to have patience. They must never be angry with cultivators.
What their condition is today, ours was yesterday. They will cer-
tainly understand their interest. Just as they keep back enough
grain for their own use, why should they not store cotton too? If
they are too well-off to spin or weave, they may get others to do
the work for them. Even the wealthy do not follow such an absurd
rule where grain is concerned. They get it cooked in their own
homes and do not buy food from the bazaar. In fact, buying food
from the bazaar is considered improper for a respectable man.
This used to be the feeling in regard to cloth also. Why should
it not be so again?

[From Gujarati]
Navajwan^ 4-5-1924

392.   NEGLECT OF THE CHARKHA
A gentleman writes from Kashi that our going into the local
boards, etc., has done us no good whatever; in fact, it has put a
stop to constructive work. He also says that these people are apa-
thetic towards the charkha. Many people do not also h^ve faith
in the charkha. When one says anything to these people, they
answer: "We have got on the board on Gandhiji's advice.'*
First I do not want that anyone should da anything on my
advice. Whatever people do, they should do according to their
own judgment. We wish to be free. We do not wish to be slaves of
anyone, however influential he may be. My own opinion is that it
is not so very necessary to go to the local boards, etc. If we do